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The Grand Rapids Grocery Manufacturers Representatives organization began with its first regular meeting in February 1942.  It adopted the following policy as it aims and purposes:

To foster and promote a feeling of fellowship among its members and generally to promote trade and commerce.  To eliminate or minimize abuses, methods and practices inimical to the proper distributions of the product of manufacturers represented by its members.  To encourage the interchange of ideas among the members and their customers and to inspire a feeling of confidence in them for each other.

The club is run by a five member Board of Directors, five officers, and various committee members each year.  The election of new officers and board members is held annually at the November meeting; each member having one vote.  Ballots are mailed out in advance and are also available at the luncheon.  The installation of new officers and board members is generally conducted at the first luncheon meeting of the year.

Club functions each year include:

· Monthly Member Luncheons 

· Scholarship Program

· Food Drive

· Buyer’s Guide

· Golf Outing

· GMR Website

Monthly member luncheons are held the first Friday of each month except during the summer months, with invited guests and a speaker from the food industry customer base in Western Michigan.

A scholarship committee and program was developed in 1974.  Several scholarships are awarded annually to college students involved in pursuing a career in the food industry.  All scholarships are funded by donations from customers as well as one-half the proceeds from 50-50 ticket sales and drawings held at each monthly luncheon.  Prior to the first awarding of such scholarships, several club fund raisers were held to establish seed money on which to base the continued success of the scholarship awards and fund money.  Additional information can be obtained from any member of the scholarship committee.

The annual Food Drive was established in 1987 to help provide food to needy families in the West Michigan area via the Salvation Army distribution system.  This is fueled by member donation of food products as well as customer contributions each November.  It is run by a committee and member volunteers each year.  All food sorting and packing is done the Saturday prior to Thanksgiving Day by volunteers from the membership and  food deliveries are handled by the Salvation Army personnel.

The Buyer’s Guide is a GMR membership roster, updated annually based on membership renewals, and made available to all members and customers (buyers) by the April meeting.  There is no charge for the book.  All printing and photos are done courtesy of the Grand Rapids Press each year. The Membership Committee works on updating the Buyer’s Guide each year.  This committee updates member mailing information, address changes, etc. throughout the year, to keep the regular mailings accurate.

A golf outing is held each May, the same day as the Trade Dinner.  This is open to all members and invited guests.  The outing requires a nominal charge.  The event also features "scholarship holes" to raise funds for the annual scholarships (see above).

Volunteers from the membership at large is critical to making each committee run smoothly each year.  Your participation is welcome for any event.  Please contact a committee chairperson and ask how you can help.

During the 2000 year, the GMR added its own website.  All members are included on the member listings pages.  Please visit our site at www.GMRofGR.com.  The website also contains useful information relating to upcoming luncheons and guests, news, officers, committees and more.

To become a member or renew your membership, please complete the following form.
2005 Membership Information

Please return this completed form along with your check for $90.00 for each member by 1/31/05.  Payments received after 1/31/05 must be in the amount of $100.

Mail to:  GMR, c/o Martha Kroll, 509 Maryland Ave.  NE, Grand Rapids, MI  49503
	Member Name:
	

	Member e-mail (REQUIRED):
	

	Company Name:
	

	Description of products/services:
	

	Address:
	

	City, State, ZIP:
	

	Mailing Address:
	

	City, State, ZIP:
	

	Company Website:
	

	Phone:
	

	Fax:
	


If you know of anyone interested in becoming a member of GMR, please have them complete a new membership form (please make a copy of this form) or contact Martha Kroll (616-308-6074).  The 2005 Buyer's Guides will be completed based upon information received by 1/31/05.  The Buyer's Guide is made available to all current GMR members and all buyers at no charge.  In addition to your listing in the Buyer's Guide, the information you provide on your membership information form will be posted on the GMR website (www.GMRofGR.com). If you have questions regarding membership, address corrections for monthly mailings, etc., please contact Martha Kroll  616-308-6074 (mailings and website).
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Grocery Manufacturers’ Representatives of Grand Rapids





P. O. Box 3162     •     Grand Rapids, Michigan  49501





Copy this form, change information as necessary on each copy and return with a check for the total of all memberships.  To be eligible for this offer, multiple applications must be received together with total for all dues.





SPECIAL OFFER





Join now and sign up additional colleagues within your company for ONLY $45 each!
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